Nott, John by unknown
October 1, 1952
a r . rn. Kimball:
It . Hi slop e: vie to the alumni o ffice  this  
noming and placed in John l?ottfs folder the 
note of re co impend a t i on with his si^ n tu re .
Ve did not previously have his signature 
in his folder : nd i t  ie  a valuable addition to 
the f i l e .
Thank-yon for your thou htfulness in 
presenting i t  to t e College•
Sincerely yours,
"cniry J. Twanker
re. d in  l l io t  Kimbrll











Mrs. Edwin E. Kimball gave the College this note with John U ot^s signature. 
Mrs. Kimball found it  in the possessions of a negro cook who had been with 
her many years. The James Lansing mentioned was the father of the cook.
Mr. Hi slop got the note from Mrs. Kimball, and we have acknowledged i t .

MRS. E D W IN  E L L I O T  K I M B A L L
9 0 3  B E D F O R D  R O A D  
S C H E N E C T A D Y  8, N E W  Y O R K
CLASS OF 1823
JOHN NOTT
Advertisement of Dr. G. B. L ig h tb ill , of New York City  
in the Troy Times, March 14 , 1864.
"From Rev. John N ott, D .D ., Professor in Union C ollege, 
Schenectady, N. Y . ,
Fonda, N. Y. A pr.29 ,1863 .
F. L. Cagwin, E s q ., Dear S ir : I received your le t te r  of  
A pril 23d to-day. I am over 61 years o f  age. I have had 
from infancy, one ear very deaf, and always discharging  
more or le s s  o ffen siv e  matter. This year, both ears became 
diseased, running very much, very o ffe n siv e , producing the 
greatest d e b ility  of body and depression of s p ir i t s ,  and 
my hearing impaired in the highest degree. In such a con­
d itio n , I put m yself under the care o f Dr. L ig h tb ill . He 
has fu l ly  restored me. I hear w ell. The d izzin ess and the 
discharge have been removed, and have not returned. The 
stopping of the running has given me the highest e la s t ic it y  
and vigor o f body, and a flow o f s p i r i t s — while my fears were 
that ikK stopping the discharge would prove detrimental or 
dangerous.
I esteem, or rather have learned to esteem, Dr. L ig h tb ill  
(for he was a stranger to me u n til I was h is p atient) as a 
gentleman and a man of scien ce , in  10m the highest confidence 
may be placed.
Yours, very t r u ly ,
JOHN NOTT tr
R e v .  J o h n  N o t t ,
son of the late president of Union College, died , 
at his residence in Fonda, on Sunday evening, 
aged 76 He had been for a long time in failing 
health, but had kept up until three days previous 
to his end. He was born in Albany, where his • 
father was at that time pastor of the First Pres­
byterian church. It was in this pulpit that the 
latter delivered his famous sermon on the death 
of Hamilton. John Nott was graduated at Union 
and then made the tour of Europe, after which 
he became professor of rhetoric at Onion. While jj 
thus engaged he also preached steadily in neigh-,< 
boring churches, where bis services were highly 
valued. He was afterward retired as emeritus 
professor, and went . South, where he preached,, 
for some years. The last twenty years of his life 
were past at Fonda, and he was during that time, [j 
the highly esteemed pastor of the Reformed church 
at Auriesville. The deceased was noted for 
polished manners and overflowing generosity.
He was the brother of Joel B. Nott, of Guilder- 
land, and Benjamin Nott, of Bethlehem. He 
contemplated his approachiog end with peace jj 
and gave directions for his funeral. It was his 
request that President Potter, of Union. sbou»d 
read the Episcopal service, and that no bell 
should either be rung or tolled, Th^ funeral vyill 
take place Thursday morning at half-past seven, j 
at Fonda, and the remains will leave on the early 
train for Schenectady, where services will be 
held, and the interment will be iu the family plat. 
He leaves a widow, but no children.
Nott, Joint, (s. of Rev. Dr. Eliplialet Nott, tlie patriarchal President of
ing at times Princetown, JN. i . ;  residing at uoiasnorougn, in lvonn- 
Carolina, 1854-GO, d. May 12, 1878. cV•L !(, -
Ill-health during early yontli, and indeed during much of h i /  life, with 
frequent suffering, placed many hindrances in the way of acquirements, and 
was no doubt the cause of many eccentricities which were peculiar to him. 
He continued the duties of his professorship, and ministered to the neigh­
boring churches with much regularity, especially at the Presbyterian Church 
of Guilderland, at the Second Reformed Church of Rotterdam, and at the 
Reformed Church of Auriesville. At the last-mentioned church he per­
formed the duties of a pastor for seventeen years faithfully, and was held in 
great love and esteem by that people. He died with the harness on. For 
the last year of his life he was aware that the time of his departure was 
drawing near, but was calm and composed in view of death, and death came 
to him at last as a kind reaper, to gather in the sheaf of corn which was 
fully ripe, lie  was a man of great simplicity, without guile, ever studying 
things which make for peace; and in that spirit he fell asleep.— Rev. Dr. 
DeBaun.
1323 NOTT. JOHN
The next minister (Auriesville Reformed Churchl 
was Rev. John Nott, son of Rev. Dr. wott, president 
of Union College. Mr. hott taught at Union for nearly 
a quarter of a century, and then, for more than ten 
years served the 2d Rotterdam (Cobblestone) church, 
after which he spent some years in the south. Re­
turning in 1361 he took up his residence at Fonda and 
began a supply work at Auriesville which lasted for 
upwards of seventeen years, or until,1373, the year 
of his death.
History of Montgomery Classis 
W.N.P.Dailey, Union 1334
p. 16, 1916.
_<3- V  _  j  |r»o4-- ' £>'->!_
CLASS OF 1823
Born Albany, N. Y. December 14 , 1801 
Union College 1823
Psinceton Theological Seminary 1824-25  
Andover Theol. Sem. non-grad, Class 1826 
Ordained by Albany Presbytery May 19 , 1827 
Tutor Union College 1830 -39 ; A ssistant Professor 
Rhetoric 1839-54
Pastor (Reformed Dutch) Rotterdam, N. Y. , 1839-54  
(Presby) Goldsboro and E va n sv ille , N. C. , 1854-61 ; 
Pastor (Reformed Dutch) A u r ie s v ille , N. Y.
Resided Fonda from 1861 
D. D.
Died May 12 , 1878.
JOHN NOTT




The references in Pearsons are many:
V. 2 p. U70 
v . 3 pp. lbO-2 
v . 3 pp* lbO**bl 
v. h p* 163 
v . h pp* 165-167 
v . k pp. 282-/283  
v . U p. U59 
v* h p . 7h7 














I l /l 9 /l3  U2 
3/18/185U 
10/31/185U  





12/ I / 180Q ( s alary
9/30/1857 "going back to Goldsborough, II.G, 
Tells of his parish there...........
3/6/1861 i
ihe folder in the Alumni Office contains a picture of the gentleman, 
copy o f  a le tter  o f  t estimonial written for a dr. G. B. L igh tbill, 
l arch l!i , 186b, who cured him of unpleasant ear trouble; copy o f  
his obituary undated; le tter  written by him (original) as recommendation 
for young man who had previously worked for him 9 /b /l852
u c: 0 0
Hott, John 11 /7 /1856  
rTJohn Hott is  an odd fish.^ He went to London th is  f a l l  and staved 12 
days*I Whether 1love-cracked' ,  'non compos mentis” , or what I cannot say 
out this much is  certain ,  he is  an oddity. Pearson Diaries V .2 ,p .4 7 0
Hott, John 5 /4 /1 8 4 0
t e l l s  two sto r ies  on his  parishoners:
1 /  re. Mrs. Smith's hahy which arrived three mons. a f t e r  he had married 
her.
2. Countryman haggling over the price he should get for a vio lation  
of  h is  w ife 's  v irtue .  Pearson Diaries V .5 ,p p . l 4 0 -2
Hott, John







2 /2 0 /1 857
11 /15 /1857
4 /2 5 /1 8 5 9
8 /10 /1859
Pearson Diaries
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T T T T
V. 5pp.140-141  
V . 4 , p .165  
Y . 4 , p p .165-167  
V . 4 , p p . 282-285  
V .4 ,p .4 5 9  
Y . 4 . p .747  





Hott, John 1 2 / l / l 8 6 0
At Pin. Comm, meeting Hott asks that John Hott 's  salary he increased 
<;500; he received §200 as v i s i t o r  of Hott Trust Pund; Delevan made motion 
this  he done; passed. "This i s  a most singular a f f a i r  and no one who 
is^not en tire ly  devoid of  modesty and propriety would have asked such a 
thing -  no one hut Dr. T~. would have had the face to thrust his son 
upon college a f t e r  he had heen absent from college more than seven years.  
But so i t  is  and no one seems to have the nerve to oppose the old man in  
his continual asking and begging from U. C .tr 
Pearson Diaries V .8 ,p p .4 0 -4 1
Hott, John 9 /5 0 /1 859
-going hack to Goldsborough, H. C. Tells  o f  his parish there; Pearson 
t e l l s  of  John's genius for running into debt, the reason he had to 
leave Sch'dy. Horth Carolina landlord is  suing him for hack hoard h i l l .  
Pearson t e l l s  of Dr. and Mrs. Hott 's  annoyance when Trustees failed to 
nermit John to continue to draw his $800 salary a f t e r  leaving U. C. 
Pearson Diaries Y.7
Hott, John 5 /6 /1 8 6 1
’'John Hott called at  o f f ic e  for his salary and desired to have i t  here­
a fter  protected so that his creditors could not reach i t .  Promised to 
pay i t  one day in advance i f  he WDuld ca^l for i t . ”
Pearson Diaries V .8 ,p .8 5
M L <3 A ' j  _ o e / C j
1823 JOHN NOTT
r;iFB &S-&STZ
Albany Argus, April  1 ,  1846. (Wed.)
Nott. John, (s. of R ev .J. Eliphalet Nott, formerly President of U C ) b 
at A t a ,  . t a ; U C ^ , A . S j and P .S.; tutor in U.C. 30, Assist. Prof 
Rhetone O^C 3W 4TTTotterdam. ed. 41-54; also supplying at times 
Princeton, N Y .;  res,ding at Goldsborough, in North Carolina. 54-60. 
d. May 12, 1878. See Manual of 1879, and “ P.S. Gen Cat ”

6/8Z
The following geneaology was put together from newspaper accounts, 
bits and pieces, It is but a start and needs confirmation,
obi tuaries,
M. Van Loan
ELIPHALET NOTT married Sally Benedict July 4, 1796
daughter of Joel Benedict
# 1 Joel Benedict b. 1797
# 2 Sarah Maria b. 1799
# 3 John. • b. 1801 died 1878
#4 Benjami n b. 1803 DIED 1881
Married Gertrude Peebles Tibbitts, widow of Benjamin Tibbitts 
#5 Howard
Married Urania E. Sheldon 
No children
#1 JOEL BENEDICT married Margaret Taylor Cooper
#6 son, John Verner Henry Nott Union 1854
#7 daughter, Louisa Kirkland Benedict 
married: James Brown 
daughter,
unmarri ed
married Howard Potter, 
ptr,, Novelty Iron Works, NYC
m, Alice Effingham, daughter of Mark Hopkins
#2 SARAH MARIA NOTT married Alonzo Potter, 1824 
(9 sons) (_1 daughter)
#8 Howard b,1836 
#9 Henry C, b, 1835
#10 Edward Tuckerman Potter b, 1831
#11 Eliphalet Nott Potter b< 1837
#12 Robert Brown Potter b.« 1829
#13
#14
William Appleton Potter 
Clarkson Nott Potter b. 1825
#15 Mrs. Launt Thompson Maria Potter b, 1839
#16 J. Nelson Potter 
#17 Frank Hunter Potter
<- s C Q-̂  1 -  J  -  nt
,33 HOUARD C. POITRR, ,0, f  »”«  P°“ ''
d.’ 1932 at age 46 (1 daughter survived)
#40 Miss Josephine Potter
#32 ELIPHALET NOTT POTTER, Jr., son of President Eliphalet Nott Potter #11
m. Joseph T. Atterbury
#46 Eliphalet Nott Potter, Jr. m. Margaret Tiers in 1933 
#47 Mrs, Potter Bourne ? & #48 John Turner Atterbury Potter ?
#31 HELEN POTTER, daughter of President Eliphalet Nott Potter #11
, nnoo m. Harold Barclay d. 1922d. 1932 J
children ?
#30 J. W. FULLER POTTER, son of President Eliphalet Nott Potter 
d 1946 m. Mary Barton Atterbury
(5 children)
#41 Helen F. Potter
#42 Mrs. Joseph E. Sheffield
#43 J. W. F. Potter, Jr. m. Alice Otis
#44 Charles S. Potter
#45 ?
#9 HENRY C,POTTER,son of Sarah Maria Nott and Alonzo Potter
#62 Mrs, Charles Howland Russell? NYC 
? #63 (same address as Miss Anna B, Nott)
#47 and #48 are grandchiIdren of President Eliphalet Nott Potter
#64 Mrs, Victor Morawitz and Charles Cooper Nott are descendants of Joel Benedict Nott 
#65
1 / j-oo'M
v w u ^ T n r i j ; j t  i \j  i -
6/82
#8 HOWARD POTTER m, Mary Louisa Brown, dau, of James Brown, head of banking firm 
k' Of Brown Brothers & Company
Union 1946 (6 children)
#18 James Brown Potter 
#19 Mrs, J, Kennedy Tod 
#20 Mrs, Clarence Cary 
#21 Miss Grace Howard Potter 
#22 Miss Bertha Potter 
#23 Ashton Potter
#10 EDWARD TUCKERMAN POTTER, 3rd son of Alonzo Potter and Sarah Maria Nott
d. 1904 m’ Julia Blatchford, daughter of Richa d M. Blatchford
Union 1953 (6 children)
#24 Julian Potter 
#25 E. C. Potter 
#26 Robert F. Potter 
#27 Mrs. Howard N. Potter 
#28 Mrs. Earl Sheffield 
#29 Miss Dorothea Potter




President of Union College 1871-1884
m. Helen Fuller, daughter of Joseph M. Fuller 
(6 children)
#30 J. W. Fuller Potter 
#31 Helen Potter 
#32 Eliphalet Nott Potter, Jr, 
#33 Howard C, Potter 
#34 ? Mrs, George Smith 
#35 ? Mrs. Philip S, Sturges
#12 ROBERT BROWN POTTER
d. 1887 
Union 1849
m, Frances Tileston in 1857
Abby Austin Stevens, daughter of John A, Stevens, banker 
(4 children)
#36 Robert Burnside Potter b. 1869
#37 Warwick Potter b, 187.1 died 1893
#38 Austi n Potter b, 1873
#39 Frances Tileston Potter
m. James L. Breese
mcSLA^lZnoH-  ̂j ̂ °°
6/82 I
#4 BENJAMIN NOTT married Elizabeth Cooper, daughter of Charles DeKay Cooper 
b. 1803 (10 children) and Margaret Vernon Cooper
J49 daughter Susan Benedict Nott b, 1/21/42 
UNION 1823 John c0oper Nott UNION 1956 neyer married
$51 FRANCIS A. NOTT 





#49 Susan Benedict Nott m. Lansing
b. 1/21/42
still living 1890 at Tivoli, NY
#59 d. Gertrude Lansing 
#60 s. Cooper Nott
#61 Anna Lansing also her daughter?, granddaughter ?
#52 Charles DeKay Nott




UCSL-cxLi %Z.% i~\of+  ̂ j  -O o l  Co
Other gleanings --
Charlotte Kimball Kruesi married George Jeffrey Carlson 1982 
daughter of Dr. Oscar Rogers Kruesi, Union 1945, 
granddaughter of John Nott Potter 19 (maternal) 
nr nrp;>t nreat (?) granddaughter of Alonzo Potter 
great great g^eat grea? (?) granddaughter of President Eliphalet Nott
Eliphalet Nott Union 1854, died 1901, grandson of President Eliphalet Nott 
had 2 sons, Eliphalet and Howard
Other Nott descendants present at the dedication of Nott Memorial Highway; 
great great grandson John Howard Nott Potter '1919
great great granddaughter of Rev. Samuel Nott, Eliphalet's brother, Dr. Roxana Viv 
of Rye, NY
great great grandchildren of Josiah Nott, an uncle of Eliphalet Nott: Mr. George 
Nott and Miss Celia Parker Nott of Kennebunkport, Maine
a great neice of Urania Sheldon, 3rd wife of Eliphalet Nott, Miss Sara Alma Anable 
of N. Tarrytown, NY
Note: Also present at dedication were the great granchildren of Eliphalet Nott*
Howard Nott Potter, Union 1881 of New York City 
Howard Nott Doughty and Miss Elizabeth Nott Doughty of Ipswich, Ma.
Misses Gertrude and Anna Lansing of Litchfield, CT.
j  - q q '~)
